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TEA Top Tips to Great Lesson Planning 
 
 
 
 What I need to do? Have I done this? 
1. Genuinely think about the message 

I want to convey to my students, so 
they really understand and can use 
what I have taught them. 

 

2. Create my Aim and Learning 
Outcomes of my course/lesson that 
link back strongly with No 1 above. 

 

3. Taken a step by step approach to 
completing my Lesson Plan, taking 
into account Initial Assessment 
information and the structure the 
course/lesson will take. 

 

4. Build on previous knowledge and 
skills of my students.  Leading them 
from what they know to the 
unknown, from the simple to the 
complex, and challenging them. 

 

5. Create extra activities that are 
differentiated to my students 
differing abilities and interests, so 
that if they finish what is planned, I 
have more resources to move them 
on to the next stage or something 
that is more challenging. 

 

6. When I teach something 
challenging, I will use simple 
activities to get my message across 
eg gapped handouts.  When I teach 
something simple, I’ll use a more 
challenging activity like a role play 
or an essay. 
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7. I will make sure all my lessons are 

Student-Centred.  I will ensure my 
students engage and interact with 
each other, that they know why 
they are learning what I am 
teaching and can work at their own 
pace and explore their own 
interests.   

 

8. I Will build in Assessment.  I need to 
know the progress of my students 
from their Entry Point, (where they 
started with me) to their Exit Point, 
(where they finished the lesson with 
me).  This needs to be documented 
so I have a record to refer to at any 
stage of the students learning with 
me and as an audit trail. 

 

9. Reflect back after my course.  What 
went well?  What would I change?  
What would I do differently?  Does 
my self-assessment match that of 
my students’ evaluations?  What will 
I do about it, if anything? 

 

10. What actions do I need to carry 
forward to the next session/course?  
What do I need to remember to 
bring, to do for my students, or to 
find out? 

 

 


