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Teacher Centred v Student Centred 
Learning 

 
 
In the table below you will see the differences between 
Teacher and Student centred learning and some examples 
of Student centred methods of teaching to help you. 
 

  

Teacher 
Centred 

Student 
Centred 

Examples of 
Student centred  

Teacher 
lectures at the 
front of the 
class passing 
on their 
knowledge. 

Students 
find out the 
knowledge. 
 

Using the internet, 
discussion, debate, 
critical thinking, 
problem solving etc. 

Students 
passively 
listen to what 
is being 
taught. 

Students 
actively take 
part in what 
is being 
taught. 

Students learn 
French vocabulary 
and read it in a book 
practice with their 
peers and a native 
speaker. 

Students are 
taught 
through 
imitation and 
not 
experience. 

Students 
actively take 
part in a 
situation  

Students take 
pictures of 
landscape not just 
the classroom 

Students are 
taught 
knowledge 
and skills 
without 
context. 

Students 
understand 
why they 
need this 
information, 
and how it 
will benefit 
them. 

Students are taught 
maths by weighing 
individual fruit and 
vegetables and 
costing each piece 
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Assessment 
tends to be 
summative, 
based on 
strict criteria. 

Assessment 
is formative 
throughout 
learning and 
is 
constructive 
and takes 
into account 
student 
performance, 
project work, 
student 
involvement 
and end 
product. 

Student produces 
work which has 
been continually 
assessed and is of a 
high standard from 
their starting point 
(entry level) to their 
end point (exit 
level).   

Answers to 
Questions 
have to be 
correct, with 
little or no 
room for 
discussion. 

Change the 
question to 
make it more 
meaningful, 
find out the 
correct 
answer and 
why it is 
correct 

Instead of “Which is 
the only planet to 
have rings?” change 
this to “Is there only 
one planet that has 
rings?”  Students to 
find out and report 
back to class. 

Focus is on a 
single topic 

Focus is 
more 
holistic, 
depending 
on students’ 
interests and 
needs. 

Topic could be 
about car tyre 
pressure; however, 
discussion may take 
place on lorry tyre 
pressure as student 
may want to be able 
to drive long 
distance lorries. 

Teacher is the 
font of all 
knowledge, 
the expert 
and doesn’t 
need to learn. 

Teacher and 
students 
learn 
together  

Students have lots 
of experience and 
knowledge, and this 
should be shared.  
Teacher should 
always be learning 
from students. 


